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University Senates Conference
Academic Affairs & Research Committee
Minutes

DATE:	         Tuesday, April 21, 2026
				
PLACE:	 

    University of Illinois Chicago	University of Illinois Springfield
Science and Engineering South, Room 4478	Brookens Library, Room 319
845 W Taylor St.		One University Plaza
Chicago, IL		Springfield, IL

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
English Building, Room 107D
608 S Wright St.
Urbana, IL

PRESENT:	Clancy, Mi, Symes, Wink

		UIC:    Donald Wink
		UIS:     Hanfu Mi
		UIUC:  Kate Clancy, Carol Symes

ABSENT:   	Linda Herrera, Prasanta Kalita 

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 8:02 a.m. by Professor Clancy. 

II. Approval of remote participation
None

III. Public Comment
None

IV. Approval of the Minutes from March 24, 2026
Professor Symes made a motion to approve the minutes from March 24, 2026.  Professor Mi seconded the motion.  A brief discussion was held to clarify Professor Wink was in attendance.  The amended minutes were approved with a voice vote by AARC Members.

      Yes:   Clancy, Mi, Symes, Wink
 Online:   None

       No:   None
Abstain:   None

V. Today’s Business 
a. Work on revision of the BOT Presentation
Professor Clancy led an interactive discussion with AARC on the upcoming presentation that will highlight the symposia to the BOT on May 21 and referenced feedback received from EVP Jones.  One concern raised by EVP Jones was that the proposed symposia is not open.  AARC plans to utilize the first session to generate ideas for subsequent sessions.  The symposia need to be more of a “study group” (3 sessions) that prepares for a public event (final session).  It is important to protect the discussions while things are being worked out on a la “Teaching at an internet distance.”

AARC discussed the method to resubmit the proposal after consideration of the feedback.  Will the revision need to go back through USC a second time, or can AARC revise and resubmit to EVP Jone?  If AARC goes through all of the effort to justify the process, there is a chance it will be rejected again.

There is a recent Yale report showing lack of trust among public with higher education institutions, and recognition that our own institutions are partially responsible.  We cannot delay this conversation any further, it is too urgent an issue.  We thought we were clear the importance of this being a listening exercise – entire committee collectively has been mindful of funding and how to think about how to invite people in a cost-effective way and considering their own finances.

If this is unsuccessful as a within-institution effort what are other options to respond to this important current moment?  Whose voice is the basis of this project?

There is no reason we shouldn’t work with organizations who also have a vested interest in public education for the public good – if need be, there are ways to do this without university participation but with other orgs that care deeply about higher ed and public education. 

We have moved forward with this whole process in good faith, and this has gone on long enough.  We will try a point by point and say if you require a formal revision tell us.

Items to note for the upcoming presentation to the BOT:
i. 20K Illinois high school students come to each of our campuses each year.
ii. We are a university faculty committee – we are the voice of the faculty and a core part of shared governance.  Our efforts are to make a faculty contribution. Study group that is honest about the challenges and threats we face, and BOT/system should be providing academic freedom protections.
iii. “In discussions with EVP Jones over creating a series of study groups culminating in a public discussion, involving constituencies across Illinois.”
iv. Look to the description of the David Dodds lecture for more insights.

VI. New Business
None

VII. Old Business 
None

VIII. [bookmark: _Hlk143006152]Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 9:01 a.m.

Information for Minutes provided by Professor Clancy.
[bookmark: _Hlk38034618][bookmark: _Hlk35014221][bookmark: _Hlk67042091]
David Perryn                                                                                                                        USC Administration	 
