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University Senates Conference
Finance, Budget, & Benefits Committee
Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk187917061]DATE:            Tuesday, January 20, 2026				
PLACE:	- Draft

    University of Illinois Chicago                       University of Illinois Springfield
Richard Daley Library, Room 1-360             Brookens Library, Room 180G
801 S. Morgan St.                                          One University Plaza
Chicago, IL                                                    Springfield, IL

I Hotel & Conference Center
Excellence Room
1900 S First St
Champaign, IL 

PRESENT:	Barnwell, Danziger, Erricolo, Lyons 

ABSENT:	Carmichael, Hale

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 1:55 p.m. by Professor Lyons.  

II. Approval of remote participation
None

III. Public Comment
None

IV. Approval of minutes from December 4, 2025
A motion was made by Professor Erricolo and seconded by Professor Danziger to approve the minutes from December 4, 2025.  No discussion.  The minutes were approved by a voice vote.

Yes:   Barnwell, Danziger, Erricolo, Lyons
  Online:   None

No:   None
Abstain:  None

V. Today’s Business 
a. Meeting with Dr. Kelvin Droegemeier
Dr. Kelvin Droegemeier delivered a presentation titled “Financial Accountability in Research (FAIR): A New Model for America’s Research Enterprise.”  The presentation focused on the Joint Associations Group (JAG) FAIR Model and its potential implications for Indirect Cost Recovery (ICR) funding, including possible system-level considerations.

Key elements of the presentation included:

1. The rationale for the FAIR Model and its timeliness
2. Federal and government perspectives on the FAIR Model
3. Background on the Joint Associations Group (JAG), including its membership and role in developing the model
4. An overview of the FAIR Model, including both a simplified framework and a detailed illustrative example
5. The current status of the FAIR Model and levels of support
6. Available resources for additional information

Following the presentation, Dr. Droegemeier addressed several key questions from the committee, including:

1. The potential implications of the JAG FAIR Model for ICR funding across the University of Illinois System
2. Whether system-level support mechanisms might be available to address potential impacts
3. The role shared governance could play in discussions related to the FAIR Model
4. Possible implications for graduate student enrollment and retention

The meeting concluded with a discussion of how the FBBC might continue to engage with Dr. Droegemeier and begin sharing information about the FAIR Model with Senate leadership across the three universities.  Initial ideas and potential action steps were discussed.  Further discussion and formalization of next steps will occur at future FBBC meetings this Spring.

b. Schedule of invited guests for upcoming FBBC Meetings 
Professor Lyons has been working with Mr. Perryn to coordinate invitations and meeting arrangements. The committee reviewed the schedule of invited guests for upcoming FBBC meetings this Spring:

· February 18 (1:00-2:15pm): CFO Paul Ellinger
· March 24 (1:00-2:15pm): Jami Painter, Katie Ross, and Aaron Carter (System HR)

VI. New Business
None

VII. Old Business – Action Items
None

VIII. [bookmark: _Hlk143006152]Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.  
[bookmark: _Hlk38034618][bookmark: _Hlk35014221][bookmark: _Hlk67042091]
Information for the minutes provided by Professor Lyons.

David Perryn
USC Administration 
