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University Senates Conference
Academic Affairs & Research Committee
Minutes


DATE:	        Monday, July 13, 2026
				
PLACE:	     University of Illinois Chicago	University of Illinois Springfield
                    Science and Engineering South                        Brookens Library, Room 319
                    Room 4478                                                       One University Plaza
                    845 W Taylor St	 Springfield, IL	
                    Chicago, IL			

                    University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 	
                    Davenport Hall, Room 109A	
                    607 S Mathews Ave	
                    Urbana, IL

PRESENT:  Clancy, Herrera (online), Mi, Symes (online), Wink               Quorum: Yes

ABSENT:    None

GUEST:       None

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 11:02 a.m. by Professor Clancy. 

II. Approval of remote participation
Professor Wink made a motion for approval of remote participation for AARC Members that are not physically present (Herrera, Symes) attending via Zoom to vote and participate in the meeting.  Professor Mi seconded the motion.  No discussion. A voice vote was taken for members in the room.  Motion passed.

Yes:        Clancy, Mi, Wink
No:         None
Abstain:  None

III. Public Comment
None

IV. Approval of the Minutes from April 21, 2026
Professor Wink made a motion to approve the minutes from April 21, 2026. Professor
Symes seconded the motion. No discussion. No discussion.  A voice vote was taken for members in the room and those online.  Motion passed.  

Yes:        Clancy, Herrera, Mi, Symes, Wink
No:         None
Abstain:  None

V. Affirm the Record of Conversation from June 26, 2026
Item was not voted on and will appear on the next meeting agenda.

VI. Today’s Business 
a. Planning Symposium
AARC inquired about the depth needed to bring the new AARC members current.

AARC discussed the current proposal and provided input on the feedback received.  In general committee members agreed that the proposal remained consistent with the original concept.  While the panel participation may need to be selective, the audience participation can be expanded.  A question was asked about how the symposium could be fully  open from the beginning without first gathering feedback.  

One member expressed concern over the number of revisions, asking when the committee should stop responding to feedback and submit the final version, nothing that the committee is providing a service rather than producing a scholarly article.

Another member suggested that the proposal should more clearly explain the constraints which it was developing including budget, space, and logistical limitation.  They also emphasized the need to communication that the process is pedagogically informed and intentionally inclusive by engaging in the broader community rather than presuming to speak for it.

Another member shared that the committee remained faithful to the symposium parameters established with EVP Jones in the prior year and suggested an intermediate discussion with EVP Jones before August.  Professor Clancy offered to arrange a one-on-one meeting to avoid the challenges of convening the full committee.

Professor Clancy will conduct the initial reviewer response and proposal revisions for the committee to consider.

b. What is the request re: OT-393?
i. Does AARC write recommendations and offer comment?
No discussion.

VII. New Business
None

VIII. Old Business 
None

IX. [bookmark: _Hlk143006152]Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 12:14 p.m.

Information for Minutes provided by Professor Clancy.
[bookmark: _Hlk38034618][bookmark: _Hlk35014221][bookmark: _Hlk67042091]
David Perryn                                                                                                                        USC Administration	 
