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University Senates Conference
Academic Affairs & Research Committee
Minutes

DATE:	        Friday, August 20, 2026
				
PLACE:	     University of Illinois Springfield
Student Union, Room 223
2251 Richard Wright Dr.
Springfield, IL 

PRESENT:  Kristi Barnwell, Kate Clancy, Rob Kar, Steve Schwinn, Don Wink

ABSENT:    Linda Herrera

GUEST:       None

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 2:05 p.m. by Professor Clancy. 

II. Approval of remote participation
Professor Kar made a motion for approval of remote participation for AARC Members that are not physically present, attending via Zoom (Schwinn) to vote and participate in the meeting.  Professor Barnwell seconded the motion.  No discussion.  A voice vote was taken for members in the room.  Motion passed. 

           Yes: Barnwell, Clancy, Kar, Wink
            No: None 
     Abstain: None

III. Public Comment

IV. Affirm the Record of Conversation from June 26, 2026
Professor Clancy made a motion to affirm the Record of Conversation from June 26, 2026.  Professor Gist seconded the motion.  No discussion.  A voice vote was taken by members in the room and attending online.  Vote is incomplete due to motion not being seconded by an AARC Member and will appear on the next meeting agenda.

        Yes: Barnwell, Clancy, Kar, Wink
   Online: Schwinn

         No: None    
 Abstain: None

V. Approval of the Minutes from July 13, 2026
Professor Clancy made a motion to approve the minutes from July 13, 2026.  Professor Gist seconded the motion.  No discussion.  A voice vote was taken by members in the room and attending online.  Vote is incomplete due to motion not being seconded by an AARC Member and will appear on the next meeting agenda.

        Yes: Barnwell, Clancy, Kar, Wink
   Online: Schwinn

         No: None
 Abstain: None


VI. Today’s Business 
a. Determine who will chair AARC for this academic year
Professor Clancy made a motion for Professor Wink to chair AARC for this  
                        academic year.  Professor Kar seconded the motion.  No discussion.  A voice vote 
                        was taken for members in the room and attending online.  Motion passed.

           	         Yes: Barnwell, Clancy, Kar, Wink
  	    Online:  Schwinn            

    	         No: None    
 	  Abstain: None

b. Discuss how to implement the Symposia Series
Describing history, planning, and presentation to USC:
i. Addressing steering committee, selection process
ii. Addressing openness/public element
iii. Clarifying progression of symposia
iv. Selection process-AAARC develops a slate from the nominations to/from the steering committee
v. Ask EVP Jones about a timeline for approval
vi. AARC holds a meeting to iron out the nomination

VII. New Business
None

VIII. Old Business 
None

IX. [bookmark: _Hlk143006152]Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 p.m.

Information for Minutes provided by Professor Clancy.
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