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University Senates Conference
Academic Affairs & Research Committee
Minutes

DATE:	        Tuesday, October 19, 2026
				
PLACE:	     I Hotel & Conference Center
Humanities Room 
				1900 S 1st St.
Champaign, IL 

PRESENT:  Kristi Barnwell (online), Kate Clancy, Linda Herrera, Rob Kar, Steve Schwinn,
                    Don Wink

ABSENT:    None

GUEST:       None

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 1:15 p.m. by Professor Wink. 

II. Approval of remote participation
Professor Herrera made a motion for approval of remote participation for AARC Members that are not physically present, attending via Zoom (Barnwell) to vote and participate in the meeting.  Professor Clancy seconded the motion.  No discussion.  A voice vote was taken for members in the room.  Motion passed. 

           Yes: Clancy, Herrera, Kar, Schwinn, Wink
            No: None 
     Abstain: None

III. Public Comment
None

IV. Affirm the Record of Conversation
a. June 26, 2026
b. September 29, 2026

Professor Kar made a motion to affirm the Record of Conversation from June 26, 2026, and September 29, 2026.  Professor Barnwell seconded the motion.  No discussion.  A voice vote was taken by members in the room and attending online.  Motion passed.

        Yes: Barnwell, Clancy, Kar, Schwinn, Wink
   Online: Barnwell

         No: None    
 Abstain: None

V. Approval of the Minutes
a. July 13, 2026
b. August 20, 2026

Professor Herrera made a motion to approve the minutes from July 13, 2026; and August 20, 2026.  Professor Clancy seconded the motion.  No discussion.  A voice vote was taken by members in the room and attending online.  Motion passed.

        Yes: Barnwell, Clancy, Kar, Schwinn, Wink
   Online: Barnwell

         No: None
 Abstain: None

VI. Today’s Business 
a. Symposia Planning or
Professor Wink is planning to schedule a meeting with EVP Jones in Chicago and then report back to AARC with any feedback on the Symposia Proposal.  An interim AARC Meeting will be held November 4, from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

b. Discuss:
i. AI Grading/Tools/Alignment to Mission
Begin from the November BOT Meeting

ii. Budget Discussion
AARC would like to hold a joint meeting with FBBC next month.

iii. Federal Policy and Academic Freedom
AARC held an interactive discussion:
1. Professor Kar-Discuss comparison to other universities.  We discuss “differential experiences” within the UI System.  Communicate the importance of impact on students/public good before impact on faculty.  Search for the truth and education of students.
2. Professor Clancy-Discuss BOT Meeting Slides
a. Data on faculty discipline around Charlie Kirk and Title VI charges
b. International Faculty
i. Concerns for H1B Visa, Green Card, and even naturalized citizens
ii. Changing of laws – sustainability
iii. Recent reporting on Chinese faculties
3. Professor Barnwell-Discuss Expressive Views Policies including history
4. Professor Wink will examine previous BOT discussions
5. Professor Schwinn-
a. “Public good” discussion should be central
b. UIC has been insulated.
6. Professor Herrera-From BOT perspective
a. It is not using Humanities/Social Sciences
b. Also STEM and actual research
c. Health disparities
7. Professor Kar
a. Bring out strong examples of academic freedom based on strong impact
8. Professor Wink
a. Healthcare – should this be an example?
b. Discuss soybean research lab refunding
9. Professor Kar – NSF funding cuts/reallocation to private sector 
a. Do we follow the pathway?
b. Corporate support as encumbered – basic research 

Example: Less academic freedom degrades educational excellence

10. Professor Schwinn 
a. concern about recording
b. Bridge funding strategy – ad hoc
11. Professor Kar-The discussion should be at the next level of generality. We are in an era where we need to be rethinking core values and how to respond by applying best principles. 
12. Professor Barnwell-We need to be have a discussion of the classroom as public space, including thinking about the two party consent rule applied to recording. 
13. Professor Clancy-
a. Bridge Funding?  
b. Class action suit on grant cancellations
14. Professor Wink – Bring in promotion and tenure policies and role of “impact” on DEI Statements
15. Professor Kar – This challenge is a fundamental part of reconceptualization/aftermath of how a public research university is excellent.
16. Professor Barnwell
a. The audience includes the universities and their members.
b. Equip them to be able to support reconceptualization as this is part of all of our decisions

iv. Review of Expressions Views Policy
Professor Barnwell-All three universities did something
1. these live within governance
2. bring it to discussion with evidence of impact and suppression
3. discuss Professor Barnwell’s memo

VII. New Business
None

VIII. Old Business 
a. OT-393: Revised Policy on Integrity and Scholarly Activities
No discussion.

IX. [bookmark: _Hlk143006152]Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 2:25 p.m.

Information for Minutes provided by Professor Wink.
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