AARC Meeting Record of Conversation
September 29, 2026
Page 3



University Senates Conference
Academic Affairs & Research Committee
Record of Conversation

DATE:	        Tuesday, September 29, 2026
				
PLACE:	     University of Illinois Springfield
Student Union, Room 223
2251 Richard Wright Dr.
Springfield, IL 

PRESENT:  Kristi Barnwell, Linda Herrera, Rob Kar (online), Don Wink

ABSENT:    Kate Clancy, Steve Schwinn

GUEST:       None

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 1:05 p.m. by Professor Wink.  The meeting could not be conducted due to lack of a physical quorum. 

II. Approval of remote participation
This item was unable to be approved due to lack of physical quorum.

III. Public Comment
None

IV. Affirm the Record of Conversation from June 26, 2026
This item was unable to be affirmed due to lack of physical quorum.

V. Approval of the Minutes from July 13, 2026
This item was unable to be approved due to lack of physical quorum.

VI. Today’s Business 
AARC held an interactive discussion on the following topics:
a. Symposium Proposal
A response on the Symposium Proposal revision is pending from EVP Jones.  It would be helpful to know if the proposal was accepted or if further information is needed in preparation for the upcoming AARC meeting to be held October 19 or 20.  Should there be further communication?

b. AI Grading/Tools/Alignment to Mission
Professor Kar suggested a discussion on the priorities or requirements are most important at the UI System level.
Professor Barnwell stated that discussion is currently about use, not non-use.
Professor Wink suggesting comparing universities that underwrite use in research.

c. Budget Discussion
Professor Clancy suggested discussing budget shifting.  The culture of scarcity vs. everything is fine

d. Federal Policy and Academic Freedom
Professor Kar suggested a future discussion.

e. Review of Expressions Views Policy
Professor Barnwell suggested a future discussion.

AARC noted that items VI. d. and e. could have “chilling effects” on teaching and research.

VII. New Business
None

VIII. Old Business 
None

IX. [bookmark: _Hlk143006152]Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 1:35 p.m.

Information for Minutes provided by Professor Wink.
[bookmark: _Hlk38034618][bookmark: _Hlk35014221][bookmark: _Hlk67042091]
David Perryn                                                                                                                        USC Administration	 
